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perilous position between the Empire and the Pranks.
He was a faithful servant and a true patriot, a man of
great parts, a traveller, a diplomatist, just as a statesman
and as a historian. As early as 1184 he had negotiated
the grant of the succession of Namur to Baldwin, and
in later years was constantly engaged in the intricate
discussions and changes which eventually resulted in his
master's obtaining that county. His skill it was that
most aided Baldwin VL in winning Flanders on his
uncle's death. He lived to see the triumph hut he did
not record the decay of the house of whicfo he was the
lifelong servant At Mons and at Namur he held
ecclesiastical office, and he died, perhaps at S. Germain
at Mons, within a few months at most of Philip Augustus
himself. His chronicle of Hainault is a record of facts
rather than of judgments, but it deals with facts as they
appear to a statesman and a man of affairs. On King
Philip he passes no direct criticism, but while he recog-
nises his power, he does not hesitate to accept as plausible
accusations against him of treachery and fraud. Of the
strength and freedom of the Flemish cities, and of the
discords to which they led, he gives a vivid picture.
But most of all he is a faithful servant of Count Baldwin,
"prince most prudent and most powerful, good judge,
and very greatly beloved by all his men both small and
great." It is good to read of Philip's acts as they
appeared in the eyes of the loyal servitor of his wife's
father.
Gilbert of Mons was not alone among those who
watched Philip from beyond his northern frontiers.
Flemish annalists and historians have many a reference
to the growth of his power. Especially eager was